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About the Reviewer

| have a PhD in Clinical Sciences and have reviewed manuscripts in the field of neuroscience and other fields of medical
and veterinary sciences. | have 15 years of academic and research experience. | look forward to supporting you with
taking your research to publication!
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Section |. Readiness-to-Submit Score & Recommendations

Your manuscript has been rated for READINESS TO SUBMIT on a scale of 1-3, where 1 is the lowest score and denotes
a manuscript that should not be submitted in its current form, and 3 is the highest score.

Your Readiness-to-Submit Score

2 - FAIR: Manuscript is SOMEWHAT READY TO SUBMIT; considerable revisions
required

Recommendations

We have listed focus areas that should be addressed to improve the submission readiness of your manuscript. Major
issues likely to be raised by the journal Editorial Desk and lead to rejection, include:

1. The Introduction should be revised to provide a clearer description of the study’s rationale

2. The methods should be completed with further details on the hospital where the study was held, ethical
approval (or waiver) and anonymity of data, and approach to dealing with missing data

3. The tables, figures and legends should be revised to ensure they are complete

4, The Discussion should be more focused on interpreting and discussing the results, rather than on reporting
findings of previous studies.

5. Most cited references are over 10 years old and should be replaced, wherever possible, with recent ones.
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Section Il. Manuscript Assessment

| have evaluated your manuscript and provided comments to explain the rationale behind the rating | have selected for each
parameter, and included suggestions for revisions. | hope you find my feedback useful!

1. Technical Checks

PARAMETER DESCRIPTION RATING

1. Scope Match Does the scope of the research presented in the manuscript match the Choose an item.
scope of the target journal?

Notes: No target journal is provided. The article is suitable for trauma/head trauma or epidemiology journals.

2. Article Type Is the article type matched to the structure presented in the EXCELLENT
manuscripts?

Notes: The manuscript’s structure is fully adequate for the ‘Original research’ article type.

3. Data & Has data collection been described in the Methods section and GOOD
Methods presented appropriately via tables and figures in the Results section?

Notes: Data collection was adequate but tables and figures need revision.
4. References Is the cited literature relevant, selective, recent and sufficient? FAIR

Notes: The cited literature is mostly old and should be updated.
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2. Integrity Checks

editage

PARAMETER DESCRIPTION RATING
1. Plagiarism Is the Similarity Index score within acceptable limits for standard Choose an item.
Check journal requirements (<15%)?

Notes: No plagiarism report was provided.

2. Ethical Have all necessary consents and approvals have been obtained
Compliance from authors to publish their work (including IRB approval and
Informed Consent, as needed)

Notes: No information on ethical approval (or its waiver) or data anonymity was provided.

3. Data Does the Data Availability Statement accurately describe the data
Availability and its presentation in the manuscript?
Statement

Notes: Data availability statement is missing.

4. Funding Has funding information been provided, when needed, or a
Information statement made about it not being needed?

Notes: No statement on funding information is provided.

FAIR

POOR

POOR
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3. Submission Checks

PARAMETER GAPS ANALYSIS EXAMPLE / ISSUE

1. List of Contributing Authors Absent Please provide the full list of
contributing author’s in the title
page

2. Author Contributions Statement Absent Please provide a list of authors’
contributions at the end of the
manuscript

3. Corresponding Author Email Absent Please provide the corresponding

author information in the title
page

4. Conflict of Interest Statement Absent Please provide a conflict of interest
statement at the end of the

manuscript
5. Figures and Tables citation within Present The citation of figures and tables is
manuscript adequate
6. List of keywords Absent Please provide a list of 4-6 relevant

keywords for indexing purposes
7. Data Access Statement Absent Please provide a data access
statement either in the Methods
section or at the end of the
manuscript (according to target
journal’s guidelines)
8. Figure legends Included and appear Adequate
consecutively

9. Table legends Included and appear Included but require revisions
consecutively
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Section Ill. Other Service Recommendations

editage

Depending on the stage of your research/writing, there are a host of services that we offer (below). More details
about some packs/services are provided later.

Literature search for

- Literature search for
systematic review
- Data extraction for

Research assessment
(readiness to publish)
Pre-submission peer review
(technical content review)

Journal Submission
Resubmission assistance

building protocol ) A
. systematic review
+ Grant proposal review .

) ; + Review ethical
+  Thesisto-manuscript requirements &
consultancy

informed consent .

Statistical Check .
+ Plagiarism Check
Manuscript writing support .

Rewriting based on
reviewer comments

Journal correspondence

3. Ethics, data collection 7. Publication

5. Writing up

1. Define your research topic

8. Disseminatiorr
+ Graphical Abstract

2. Research design, methods | 4. Data analysis & interpretation | 6. Manuscript finalization

Formulate/ + Simple analysis using measures . Language editing &
review study of central tendency forr%att%ng & * Conference Poster
design & - Complex analysis (Ttests, « Journal selection * Lay Summary
methods ANOVA, correlation, regression, . ‘artwork formatting * Infographics
* Questionnaire etc.) Illustration * Video summary
design . Writinlg up results and creation Li iew fi *Through Impact
of tables & figures iterature review for Science

updated citations

Statistical support

We provide a wide variety of statistical support services, depending on the stage of your research and your need:
e STATISTICAL CHECK: If you have already performed the statistical analysis and need an expert to check
accuracy of results and appropriateness of reporting results, you can use this service. Our expert statisticians

will check your data analysis and provide actionable feedback to eliminate any issues.

e STATISTICAL ANALYSIS: If you have collected data and decided on the methods and tests to analyze it, we can
support you with simple or complex statistical analysis.
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Insufficient/out-of-date citations

You can consider using our LITERATURE REVIEW service, where a subject area expert will review the source files or
draft manuscript and perform a literature search to provide appropriate and recent reference citations for factual
information and comparisons of results. Through this service, the subject area expert will prepare a report that will:

Examine current knowledge in the area of research to help authors highlight the relevance of their study in

this context.

e Evaluate the literature sources and advise on the most pertinent or relevant literature (which authors may use
as citations in their manuscript).

e Highlight arguments and ideas of other published work as relevant to the authors’ study for them to use in
their Introduction/Discussion/Conclusions sections (based on abstract or full article).

e We will provide between 10-15 relevant references that can be used by the authors as citations or to improve
their manuscript.

Please get in touch with us if you would like more information about any of these services or have any other requests
for improving your manuscript. You can choose to use any of these services individually or combine one or more
components, based on your need. We will be happy to customize a pack that is suited exactly to your requirements!

(Please note that choosing any additional service is optional and at your discretion).
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Appendix. Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Who reviews my manuscript? What is the experts’ qualification?

A: Our reviewers have a minimum qualification of a PhD in your relevant subject area and have extensive experience
in publishing and peer-reviewing manuscripts. These experts also have experience of writing and publishing their
own manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals. Many of our experts even serve as peer reviewers on journal editorial
boards.

Q: Do | have to address ALL the gaps highlighted by the reviewer in the report?
A: We highly recommend that you review and address all the gaps that we have highlighted. These will help with
improving the scientific rigor and presentation of your manuscript, and reduce chances of desk rejection.

Q: If 1 avail of the Mock Peer Review service, will you make revisions / correct the areas flagged by your reviewers?
A: No, we will not make any changes to the manuscript. We will provide suggestions for improvement of your
manuscript by highlighting gaps in scientific content (similar to a journal peer reviewer). We will review the changes
you have made and give you further comments, as needed.

If you are based in Japan, we will be happy to make revisions for you (at an additional cost). You will be required to
provide us the factual information necessary to make revisions.

Founded in 2002, Editage (editage.com) has so far helped over 430,000 authors publish around 1.2 million research
papers in scholarly journals across over 1000 disciplines through editorial, translation, transcription, and publication
support services. Editage is a brand of Cactus Communications (cactusglobal.com), a technology company accelerating

scientific advancement.
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